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Kevin Moriarty | Executive Director
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PRESENTS

WHERE WE STAND

By Donnetta Lavinia Grays
Directed By Akin Babatunde

WITH
Liz Mikel

SCENIC DESIGN
Bob Lavallee
COSTUME DESIGN
Hope Cox
LIGHTING DESIGN
Bryan Stevenson
SOUND DESIGN
Claudia Jenkins Martinez
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Rayven Harris*
PRODUCTION MANAGER
Ashley Oliver
DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION
Andrew J. Brown

“Where We Stand” is presented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.
www.concordtheatricals.com

The World Premiere of Where We Stand was co-produced in 2020 by WP Theater: Lisa McNulty,
Producing Artistic Director Michael Sag, Managing Director and By Baltimore Center Stage:
Stephanie Ybarra, Artistic Director Michael Ross, Executive Director
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CAST
Liz Mikel™
Plays all roles:
Man
Stranger
Townsperson
Middle-Aged Man
Old Woman
Doc Humphrey
“Little Horns” Lady
Davey
Orchard Lady

UNDERSTUDY
Bwalya Chisanga

SETTING
We are where we are. We are who we are. The time is now.

CREATIVE SUPPORT & CREW

Assistant Director.....cocccevvveceecceeeciene Ptosha Storey
Production Assistant........ccccceeeeviinenns Samuel Sapina
14 [ o] U 01| V] = o] (mm————— Stephen A. Taylor
 ArPDONEBES v Craig Elam

Colin "Big Fish” Hancock and Rose Tharp
Stage Operations Manager........ Squeak Henderson
Bclol & 6 i<\, AR NS——— Laura Berrios
Wardrobe TechniCian:....sassisssiss Karina Sanchez
ElectricianS......ccoeceveeeueenee. Oso Padilla, Michael Price

Leo Thomas and Luci Nardi

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL
RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR
STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A
VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED
STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:
https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

+Member of the Diane and Hal Brierley Resident Acting Company
*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

l OR Dallas Theater Center is a member of the League The Director is a Member of the
of gk > a STAGE DIRECTORS AND CHOREOGRAPHERS
ns » (TCG), the national o
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League of Resident Theatres 4 SOCIE ational theatrical labor union.

The scer . lighting, sound and projection
Dallas Th, e igners in LORT Theatres are represented by
building « scenery, props, paints, costumes, wigs, hair ed Scenic Artists, Local USA-829 of the
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Tl and the Tl Foundation are proud to support
the Dallas Theater Center. Thank you for your
continued commitment to artistic excellence
and for bringing our communities together
through the power of live performance.
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WHERE
WE
STAND

Notes from Director

AKIN
BABATUNDE

The game of life both includes and excludes
those who dare to play it. Those who enter
come equipped—with courage, with
burdens, and with a dammed-up reservoir
of experiences that shape their journey.
They carry with them a backpack of
memory and trial—a mixture of triumphs
and losses, privilege and poverty, leadership
and submission. Life tests these players,
offering moments of victory and defeat, of
belonging and exile. Where We Stand
invites us to witness one such journey—a
soul caught in the tension between self and
community, between desire and
consequence. In this world, moral choices
are not made in isolation. They ripple, echo,
and demand accountability. What do we
owe each other? What do we risk when we
step out of line, or worse—step ahead? This
is a play about reckoning. About what it
means to stand, alone and together.

This play touches on several themes, some
including community, poverty, belonging,
and temptation. The playwright challenges
our empathy in real time by placing us at
the town’s center at the crossroads of our
humanity. Do we chose to absolve or
condemn? Rebuild together or have our
dream town without ‘MAN’?















s I AY for a conversation with the artists. After each performance, we
invite audiences to stay late for a 15-minute conversation with
members of the cast and artists from the show. Where We Stand
Stay Late will be led by Liz Mikel.
v N &
R proudly presents the fully staged
: world-premiere of the final work
. 4 by the late, beloved Dallas
playwright diannetucker. Inspired

Soul Rep Theatre Company

by the life of Hannah Elias, one of
the wealthiest Black women of
her erq, this sweeping historical
'Jdrama explores ambition, power,
, and resilience in turn-of-the-

’ century New York. Developed with
- ¥ support from a TACA New Works
grant, Madam Queen is both a

1, bold celebration of Black

"?& women's leadership and a lasting

s tribute to an extraordinary artistic
Iegccy
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BECOME A SUPPORTER

Donate to Dallas Theater Center and enjoy exclusive
benefits like “Sneak Peek” events, free parking, and special
ticket offers, all while helping us bring powerful stories to
life on stage. We’d love to welcome you!

giving@dallastheatercenter.org | 214.252.3916
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Lynn Pride Richardson | Board Chair
Andy Smith | Board President
Deborah McMurray | Secretary
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SEASON DEDICATION

DTC’s 2025-26 season is dedicated
to the memory of William Allen
(“Bill”) Custard.

Bill passed away in March 2025 after a lifetime of extraordinary
philanthropy and devoted service to Dallas Theater Center. A
Life Trustee and twice Board Chair, Bill and his beloved wife,
Linda, shared a profound and enduring bond with DTC—one of
their earliest dates was attending the opening night of the
Kalita Humphreys Theater in 1959, beginning more than six
decades of generosity and leadership.

In both good times and hard times, Bill listened with care, navigated challenges with wisdom
and grace, and offered counsel with strength, warmth, and humor. DTC’s highest honor, the
Linda and Bill Custard Award, is bestowed each year upon someone whose impact has left an
indelible mark on our theater’s history. All of us at DTC who follow in his footsteps strive to
live up to his remarkable example. As Shakespeare wrote, “He was a man, take him for all in
all, | shall not look upon his like again.”
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DIANE & HAL BRIERLEY

RESIDENT ACTING COMPANY

CHRIS{gIPAE %USTIN TIANA KAYE BLAIR BLAKE HACKLER BOB HESS

LIZ MIKEL ALEX ORGAN MOLLY SEARCY TIFFANY SOLANO

ESTEBAN VILCHEZ ZACHARY J. WILLIS BRI WOODS

In 2009, with the generous support of Diane and Hal Brierley, Artistic
Director Kevin Moriarty reinstated Dallas Theater Center’s resident
acting company. His intent was to develop and nurture professional
actors within the North Texas community and enable them to make
Dallas their artistic home. At the same time, he sought to enhance Dallas
Theater Center’s artistic profile and create ongoing collaborative
relationships. The twelve-member Diane and Hal Brierley Resident
Acting Company has since become a signature component of Dallas
Theater Center’s presence in the Dallas Arts District.




BEFORE WE BEGIN

The story you will hear tonight has already happened. What remains
is what the community will decide.

Liz Mikel plays a lone storyteller—an Everyman—who addresses the
audience as the people of his town. She tells how, exhausted by
poverty and being overlooked, the man encountered a mysterious
Stranger who offered him relief, dignity, and power in exchange for a
pact. With enchanted tools, the man was suddenly able to transform
his land—and soon the entire town—into a place of abundance and
prosperity.

As the town flourished, the man became a leader, admired and
elevated by the community. But the Stranger’s name began to appear
everywhere, and it became clear that the prosperity rested on a
dangerous bargain: the town’s joy was built on illusion, and its soul no
longer fully belonged to itself.

When the town reclaimed ownership of its story and credited the
prosperity to itself rather than to the Stranger, the pact was broken,
and the abundance collapsed into ruin. The Stranger returned and
demanded payment.

In the end, the town is given a choice: punish the man who made the
deal and restore prosperity, or show mercy and remain
together—knowing they must rebuild from nothing.

At the end of the play, the audience becomes the town. You are asked
to vote on the man’s fate, deciding what justice, responsibility, and
community truly mean.
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