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JAIME CASTANEDA ANNOUNCED AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AT
DALLAS THEATER CENTER
Castaifieda named Enloe/Rose Artistic Director of the Tony Award-winning
theater

DALLAS - Dallas Theater Center announced Jaime Castaneda as the newly appointed Enloe/Rose
Artistic Director. Castafieda is the sixth artistic director in the theater’s more than sixty-year history and
will present his inaugural season at DTC in 2026-27.

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, | am thrilled to welcome Jaime Castafeda as the new Enloe/Rose
Artistic Director for the Tony Award-winning Dallas Theater Center,” board chair Lynn Pride Richardson
said. “DTC is committed to artistic excellence and community engagement, and we believe Jaime’s
experience, creativity, bold vision, and proven leadership, coupled with his dedication to innovation, will
guide DTC into an exciting new chapter in the life of the theater.”

Most recently, Castafieda has directed at leading theaters across the country including American
Conservatory Theater, South Coast Repertory, Huntington Theatre Company, and La Jolla Playhouse
where he previously served as Associate Artistic Director from 2014-18. He has also worked
Off-Broadway as Artistic Associate at Atlantic Theater Company from 2009-14. In 2012, Castafieda
directed DTC'’s production of The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity by Kristoffer Diaz.

"Jaime brings a bold, visceral artistic vision, a deep commitment to new voices and a collaborative
leadership style that inspires artists and audiences alike,” Executive Director Kevin Moriarty said. “With
his Texas roots and national experience, | am thrilled to welcome him home as DTC’s new Enloe/Rose
Artistic Director. | have known and admired his work since 2007, when he was already one of the most
exciting emerging directors in North Texas, and | later saw him create unforgettable work for DTC on the
Wyly stage and at leading theaters nationwide.”

Castafieda began his career more than twenty years ago in Dallas-Fort Worth by founding Firestarter
Productions while still attending Texas Christian University (TCU). In addition to directing at DTC, other
local theater credits include Kitchen Dog Theatre, Amphibian Stage and Circle Theatre.

“Growing up in Texas, Dallas Theater Center was one of the first places where | saw what professional
theater and excellence looked like,” Jaime Castafeda said. “I'm thrilled to come back and build on the
history of artists and leaders who have been a part of this organization. I'm eager to join Kevin, the
board and our staff to create lasting theatrical experiences for our audiences.”

Castafieda succeeds a distinguished line of artistic leadership at Dallas Theater Center, including
founding artistic director Paul Baker, Adrian Hall, Ken Bryant, Richard Hamburger and Kevin Moriarty,
who served as Enloe/Rose Atrtistic Director from 2007 to 2022.
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Jonathan Norton, DTC’s Resident Playwright, is currently serving as Interim Artistic Director and will
continue to lead the remainder of the 2025-26 season which culminates in the world premiere of his play
Malcolm X and Redd Foxx Washing Dishes at Jimmy’s Chicken Shack in Harlem in May.

Following a transition period, Castafeda will assume his full-time role in July 2026. As Enloe/Rose
Artistic Director, he will lead the theater’s artistic vision, direct and produce plays and musicals, oversee
DTC’s Diane and Hal Brierley Resident Acting Company and partner with Moriarty, the staff and the
Board of Trustees to advance DTC’s mission, vision and values.

“We are extremely pleased with a successful national search that brings Jaime to Dallas Theater
Center,” Chris Luna, chair of the search committee and DTC board member, said. “His energy is
contagious and he understands Texas and Dallas. We look forward to collaborating with Jaime as he
continues his innovative approach to regional theater.”

Castafieda was selected for the role following a national search led by Management Consultants for the
Arts. The search committee, chaired by Luna and co-chaired by Lynn Pride Richardson, included
Jennifer Altabef, Diane Brierley, Lauren Embrey, Sam Holland (Algur H. Meadows Dean, SMU Meadows
School of the Arts), Sharron Hunt, Randy Kender, Julie Kosnik, Deborah McMurray, Sam Megally, Liz
Mikel (DTC Brierley Resident Acting Company member), Kevin Moriarty (DTC Executive Director),
Jonathan Norton (DTC Interim Artistic Director), Andy Smith, Lily Weiss (Executive Director, Dallas Arts
District) and Donna Wilhelm.

Castafieda is a recipient of the Princess Grace Award, the Drama League Directing Fellowship, and
holds a BFA from Texas Christian University and an MFA in Directing from University of Texas at Austin.
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JAIME CASTANEDA is the Enloe/Rose Atrtistic Director at Dallas Theater Center. His directing work has
been seen across the country including Off-Broadway at Atlantic Theater Company, Geffen Playhouse,
La Jolla Playhouse, Arena Stage, American Conservatory Theater, Huntington Theater, Portland Center
Stage and others. In addition to directing numerous world premiere plays such as Seize the King by Will
Power and The Canadians by Adam Bock, he has directed short films that received screenings at LA
Shorts International Film Festival, New York Latino Film Festival and Film Independent’s First Look.
Previously he served as Associate Artistic Director at La Jolla Playhouse, Artistic Associate at Atlantic
Theater Company and was a company member at Chicago’s American Theater Company. Castafieda
founded DFW theater company Firestarter Productions in 2003, which later produced in Austin and New
York City. He is a recipient of the Princess Grace Award, the Drama League Directing Fellowship, and
holds a BFA from Texas Christian University and an MFA in Directing from University of Texas at Austin.

DALLAS THEATER CENTER is one of the leading regional theaters in the country and the recipient of
the 2017 Regional Theatre Tony Award. Dallas Theater Center (DTC) is committed to producing theater
with resident artists that illuminate diverse experiences and spark collaboration and dialogue. Founded
in 1959, DTC is a resident company of the AT&T Performing Arts Center and presents its annual season
at the Dee and Charles Wyly Theatre, designed by REX/OMA, Joshua Prince-Ramus and Rem
Koolhaas. DTC also performs at its original home, the Kalita Humphreys Theater, the only freestanding
theater designed and built by Frank Lloyd Wright.

Under the leadership of Executive Director Kevin Moriarty and Artistic Director Jaime Castafieda, DTC
produces a year-round subscription series of classics, musicals, and new plays and an annual
production of A Christmas Carol for more than 100,000 North Texas residents annually. Additionally, the
theater produces extensive education programs, including the National Arts and Humanities Youth



Program Award-winning Project Discovery; a partnership with SMU Meadows School of the Arts; and
many community collaborations. DTC is also the home of the Diane and Hal Brierley Resident Acting
Company which features twelve resident artists that perform in every season.

Throughout its history, Dallas Theater Center has produced many new works, including The Texas
Trilogy by Preston Jones in 1978; Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men, adapted by Adrian Hall, in
1986; and recent premieres of | Am Delivered’t and penny candy by Interim Artistic Director Jonathan
Norton; The Supreme Leader by Don Nguyen; Miller, Mississippi by Boo Killebrew; Stagger Lee by Will
Power; Giant by Michael John LaChiusa and Sybille Pearson; Hood: The Robin Hood Musical
Adventure by Douglas Carter Beane and Lewis Flinn; Bella: An American Tall Tale by Kirsten Childs;
Clarkston by Samuel D. Hunter; The Fortress of Solitude by Michael Friedman and ltamar Moses; and
Moonshine: That Hee Haw Musical by Robert Horn, Brandy Clark and Shane McAnally.



